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UNCLAS STATE 215764 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: ALOW, AFSP, BTRA, SA, XF 

SUBJECT: HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS AND PER DIEM RATE FOR JIDDA 

REF: JIDDA 6039 

1. AMEMBASSY JIDDA ADVISES ALL TRAVELERS TO SAUDI ARABIA 
THAT ACCOMMODATIONS IN JIDDA DURING THE PERIOD OF THE HAJ 
PILGRIMAGE AND IMMEDIATELY BEFORE (NOVEMBER 1, 1975, TO 
JANUARY 1, 1976) WILL BE VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. 

TRAVELERS SHOULD BE ADVISED NOT TO PROCEED TO JIDDA UNLESS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THEY HAVE WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF RESERVATIONS. IT IS 
ANTICIPATED THAT THE JIDDA HOTEL SYSTEM WILL BE INUNDATED 
WITH HAJ PILGRIMS (ABOUT 1.5 MILLION OF THEM) AND AIRLINES 
PERSONNEL DURING THIS PERIOD AND THAT HOTEL SPACE WILL BE 
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AT AN ABSOLUTE PREMIUM. IN THE PAST, ENTIRE HOTELS HAVE 
BEEN LEASED BY AIRLINES TO PROVIDE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THEIR 
FLIGHT PERSONNEL, ADDING TO THE BURDEN OF A SYSTEM ALREADY 
STRAINED BY THE INCREASING NUMBER OF VISITORS TO JIDDA, 
GATEWAY TO SAUDI ARABIA. WHEREAS THE EMBASSY WILL 
PROVIDE ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO OFFICIAL TRAVELERS, AT 
LEAST ONE MONTH S NOTIFICATION OF PLANNED TRAVEL TO JIDDA 
IS REQUIRED TO OBTAIN CONFIRMED 

RESERVATIONS. THE EMBASSY REGRETS THAT IT CANNOT UNDER- 
TAKE TO GUARANTEE RESERVATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL BUSINESSMEN. 

2. ROOM RATES DURING THE PILGRIMAGE SEASON ARE NORMALLY 
DOUBLE THE REST OF THE YEAR, THAT IS, FROM SIXTY-FIVE 
TO EIGHTY-FIVE DOLLARS PER SINGLE PER NIGHT. THE 
EMBASSY HAS REQUESTED A SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT OF THE PER 
DIEM RATE DURING THE PERIOD 1 NOVEMBER - 1 JANUARY AND 
ANTICIPATES THAT THIS ADJUSTMENT WILL BE EFFECTED. KISSINGER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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